read

naturé hot to trust our rights and our cause,snd the cavee
of humanity, to such a partition of authority.

If, then, Mr. President, we can neither retrace our
steps, nor check them, we must go onward. And Eng-
lnnd has pinced herself in the path that is before us ; and

; . if she retain her position, we must meet her. I the Just
Mr. Cass called for the reading of the following reso- | p ition she has submitted it her altimatom, it is ef-

hations, presented by him on the 9h instant : fectively a decluration of war.  Is advent may be delayed

w' That the Committee on Naval Afuirs be in- II l-\_l monihs ; but as soun a8 the notice expires, if she
structed to inquire into the condition of the Navy of the persists, as she will do in her occupation of the country,
United States, and into the quantity and condition of the | the struggle must commence. [t is not the notice which
naval supplies now on hand ; and whether an increase of ™ ® bellizerent mensure—lor thal is a treaty -right—but it
them is not necessary to the efficient operstions of the | '* the subseguent and immediate course the parties will
nvr, and 1o its preservation and sugmentation ; and gen- :P"""_M? pursue that most lead 1o war. I hope—or 1
erally, into its eapacity for defending our const and our - ought rather to say | wish—that England would awaken
commerce, and for ll’i'y service the exigencies of the coun- 160 a_sense of her '"'l"’”'"" and would yvield where ehe

Twentp-
The !lnllo:nl Defence.

In the Senate of the United States, on Monday, De-
comber 15,

And we are warned by the surest instincts of mr:

e

and by the blesting of God, and with your support, those
iights we aie ful

to maintam.” [Loud
[ from all sides. | i oste s

Under these imposing circomstances, we may well ask
of the waichman, what of the night?! We may well in-
quire, what we ought 1o do? | ke it for granted we
shall give the notice recommended by the President; for
il we do not, we shall lvave the people of Oregon without
s government, or with an impracticahle one § and, in cither
event, the country is lost to us, and the notice being given,
in twelve monihs, without an shandonment of a large
portion of her claim, we shs!l find ourdelves involved in a
war _wilh Englard, And it will be no common war, Mr.
Presideot ; it will be 8 War not merely of interest, but of
stiong and stormy pustions, growing out of the nlative
situation of the two hations, and out of the very points of
resemblance, which will bat vender the separation of the

wilh the course of bis Administration; however erronecus, dresm of slienating themse from
ih my opinion, may have been certain jortions of thateivil- firet diew the Intalh of I;';:Jm- i
sdminictration—that gieat man. Isy, was 3 master of his w "
political household ; and § would be the last man in Ames
1o detract, either here or elsewhere, from the sterling quali- |
tivs of that illustiiens individusl. This, 1 am free 10 se- |
knowledge, alihough 1 dis-ert profyuntily from the merit of
| his civil administiation. That is 2 sulject, however, into
{ Which it is nut my design to enter. | refer to that peiied in
the history of the gavernment, only for the putpo<e of adduc-
g an imstance in which the heads of departments made
| Feporis enthvely cantrary fo the views and principles of the
Execulive ; and that, too, in the rase of an sdministration
that was su; posed 1o be a unit.  Then, 8ic, under the paren=
thelical administration which followe , the same thirg wae
the case; anud not only that, but there was a diveisiry of
opinion, 3 conflict of serliment, even In the very head of the
pohtieal household itsell. With the amiable disposition,

ca.
and
carries with him the love of the
his fathers in this republic;

forms the bighest charactenstics of the freeman.

couniry. The Americon reverses the te’esonpr, and looks
forward 1o that future ers, when his beloved touniry will
be the most powerful on 1he fsce of the glbe, 3nd when
free tustitutions will be universally establnhed.

I hope, Mr. President, the honorsble senator will eon.

the most isolated pioneer will ever be found thoe to Ameri- shon
The man covered in skins, the produte of the chase,
whose only propenty is his ammbnition sod bis rifle, Great Britsin, but with
glorious achietettnis of He told us that sh
_ snd, what is more, he bears
with bim aleo that bouvoding hope of the futare #rhich not

. The
Englishman looks back with pride un ths sunsls of his sii

try may probably require. ‘cotld yield honorably, and ought to yicld righifully,
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Military AMairs be

instrucied (o enquire into the condition of the national
lortifications and their skmaments, and whetber other de-
feusive works are necessary ; and into the condition and
quantity of the military supplies ; and into the state of

the means possessed Ly the government for the defence
of the eountry,

Resoloed,
sirucied to inquire into the present condition of that great
branch ol the public service, and into the state of the |
militia laws ; and that they be further instructed to re- |
port such changes in the existiog system as will give
more experience and efficiency to that arm of defence, |
and will place 11 in the best condinon for proteciing the |
country, should it be exposed to foreign invasion.

Mr. Cass, in support of ibe resolutions, then rose and

Me. Presipeyy: It is impossible to peruse the Presi- | proceedings in Parliament of the preceding day, on the g0, and dlways will be 50,
rogress of public | receipt of the President’s inangural address. 1 liold the mil

dent’s message, and 1o observe the
opinion in Englund, as this is imr..-.:.-.rm the declarntions
ol her statesmen in Parliament and in her daily journals,
without bring aware, that a erisis is fist approaching in
the intsrcourse between that country and ours, w hich de-
mands the serious consideration, and may require the cor.
dial and active co~operation of the whole American peo-
ple. The President has 1old us that the negotiations re-
specting Oregon, if they have not reached o close, have,
nl nny rale, resched a position almost equivalent to it

The claims of the respective nations are utterly irrecon- | of the great whig party, in his place in Paliament, in |

hat the Committee on the Militia be in- |

Bot will she do s0? It i salest to believe ehe will not,
and this dictate of prudence is fortified I:l_t every page of
When did she volunturily surcender a ter-
ritory she hnd once acquired, or nbandon a pretension she
f a lfew such coses could be found

her lnislur".

had once advanced ?
in the record of ber progress and acquisitions, they would
be but exceptions, which would render the general prin-
ciple of her cunduct only the more obvious. For my
own parl, | see no sympioms or relaxation in the claim
she has put forth. And the declarations in Pascliament
of the leaders of the two great pmities 1hat divide bar
government and her people—Sir Robert Peel and Lord

John Russell—show a union of opinion, and fireshow a |

union of action, should sction be necessary
found in the polinesl questions that sgitate

rarely 1o be
er councils,

h

{and nre the index, il not the assurance, of an equal unan- well remember; and those who have come vpon the stage

imity in public sentiment.
In the London Morning Chronicle of April 5th, is the

paper in my hand ; and, as the discussion was a pregnant
one, and cught to be n warning one, | shall 1ake the Lib-
erty of rending a portion of it.

Here M:. C. read extracts from the paper contsining
the remnsrks of Lord Jubn Russell on what he considered
the spirit of agrandizemeet displayed by the govern-

ment and people of the United States, in their course |

respecting the annexation of Texas.
Mr. C. then continued :  Here, sir, we find the leader

cilable ; and & compromise, by a volnatary sacrifice of a | effect denouncing the course of the United States in the
portion ol their pretensions by one party, or by both, or a | anneXation of Texas, becanse it tends towards territorial

submission of the whole matter in controversy to some

nggrandizement ; and the eternal eant about British mod-

rul‘ti‘u power, seems the O!‘l'] alternatives by which | eralion and phl'-'llfllllrﬂ[e_\‘, and American inju!‘!lt'e ahd

pesce can be preserved. |
Our government has alreadv declined to submit our

ambition, is heard, und read, nnd believed in every corner
of the British dominions,

1 must confess, sir, | am hear-

rights to foreign arbitration.  That is a process which, 'tily tired of it. Were the subject and its consequences

under equal eircumstances, may well be adopied by in-

not so important, these declarations wonld eXxeite ndiwenle,
depchdvnt nations 1o terminate disputes, which would o they now excite regret and surprise,

They are not

otherwise seek the arhitrament of war. It preserves the | confined to ordinnry politicul discussions and 10 the jour-

honor of both

artie=s, nnd ought 1o preserve the jo<t in-

the duties and feelings of Christian eommonities.
these equal circumsiances do not exist in our present dis-

pute with I‘;Ilﬂimli. There are obvious considerations, im]vr-mloml people npon this continent were an injury to I

wnto which | need not enter here, growing out of the re- | Fing
lative sitoation of that country and of ours, with those might demand her armed interposition.

nals of the day, but they come from the lnghest men, in
terest of both. Itsubstitutes reason for foree, and is there- | the highest places.
fore suited to the advancing opinions of the age, and 1o sia
But | tend to pursue in the altered pol . '
as bhe terms it—as though the voluntary union of 1w | Vmperiant branches of supply are mndrqtntr.

Anc! !nrre 1= an emimment English
tesman asking the administration what course they in-

icy ol the United Siates,

and

And he tells us,

and, which demanded her immediate attention,

perties the wider, the stroggle the longer and the bitterer,
It will do mo good 1o shut out eyes 10 the prospect before
us.

snd our duties fully in the fuce. Let us take preparation
adequate to the corjunciure. Let us exhibit 10 England
snd to Europe the spectacie of an undivided people, anx-
ious for peace, but ready for war. In the language of Mr.
Madison, *let us pot the United States into an armor,
and an attitede demanded by the erisis, and corresponding
with the national spirit snd expectation.”

Ooe war has alteady found us unprepared. And whal
that condition of thir gs cost in blocd and treasme, and
disaster, those of us who went through the stiuggls can

(of netion since that period, may learn from the history of
the times. And |-rrg:po (o & certain extent this must be
We are all opposed 10 gremt
itary establishments in time of peace. They arc as
dangerous as they are expehsive. Aud they will therefore |
never be engraled into the perrmarent institutions of the
‘countiy. Buot when war threatens, we should commence
our preparations, and press them with an energy aud a
promptitude commensurate with the danger.

The President has discharged his Quty ably, patriotical.

anger can neither la avertcd nor avoided by indif

prebabiy, of following that precept wiliten in (he good took,
“ that the t"-y!ll bapd sheuld pot know what the lefi hand
doeth,” the Earcutive would. with one hsnd, accept the

| proposition. whilst with the other, it was condemnved and |

ference, nor by presumption. Lot bs look our difficulties | {l‘j@t ted. But | do not regard the present Excentive ns likely '

o exhibit sdch a dsposition or characler as that, [ regard |
him io 3 very ¢iffecent light. [ regard bim as o gentleman |
of unblemished bonor ; and Ged furbid that we sh-uld ever [
see at the head of this goveinment any one not clothed with
fnrh a charseter, Diffiving a5 | do fiom him, yer believing |
in his integ.ity, | am willing to leave the matte: in bis Bands, |
He knows he state of the question. If war is 1o eume, et
him pot “ blurt ™ it in the eyes of the people of this country,
or of the woild. Let him adopt that course which was pei~
fectly familiar to the Honorabie Senator from Michigan, cail
upon these chambeis for 1heir apprebation, and the assistance
neces<ary tn meet the oceasion. In that ra<e, b will meet
with the un<hrinking suppost of all sides of {be house,

I do not mean to follow the hbnorable senater in his re-
marks, called upon 1o reply, as I have been, nnexpectedly,
withou! a moment’s previous teflcction. Yel, thus called up-
on, and indispised as 1 ath, | conld not allow Lis 1emaiks 1o
pass without some comment. 1 desired at lesst, 1o give ex-
pression tu the vlews enteitaibed by my constiluents and my-
self on this most important subject [ donot profess to know
the opinions of my associates; nor do | know them.  But let
us Lrust this regotiation to the Executive. Let us stand rea-
dy in advance if it be necessary, 1o strengthen the arm of 1he
Executive, so that when our hlaw falis on 1he enewmy. it will

ly, fearlessly. Let us now discharge ours—not by words
merely, but by deeds. The best support we can give him |
is to respond to his declarations by our sctions. It is my |
firm conviction, and I do pot hesitate thus publicly 1o |
avow it, that the best if not the only hope that we have of |
avoiding 2 wer with England is by exhibitiog a public and |
uhitetl determination to prosecute it, should it come, with |
sll the energies that God has given us, and by sn instant
and serings consideration of the preparations necessary fr
such offensive ard defensive measures as may be required,
and as prompt an adoption of them ax 8 just regard to cir-
cumstsnces may demand. Our country is extensive. In
many portions of it the population is sparse. The frontier,
both Atlantic and inland, is long and expased.

| Our dufensive works are urfinished, snd some of them
 are unfurnished. T do not kuow, but 1 fear that many |

Our pavy, |
snd especially the s'eam portion of it, is not epon & scale |

' enmmensnrate with our wants, if war is almost vpon us |
| That navy fought itself inte favor, and its country into

sitike his very sensojiom, and place him prostrate and prwe
eiless beneath our feet. What need, =ir, let me 2<k, ta tell
us that Great Britain is the mictress of cne hundied and fifty
millions of people ! [ can outhrag 1he honorable senator— |
ask pardon for using such a werd—hisl this | say, thal never
can that power be permitted to stain thie jepublic with dis-
hanor, Whatever her greatness, we aie able to meet hey §
but | hope the collision may be avoided. I it come, it will
be a deep reproach wpon the civilization of the present day.
Ard, in my bumble judsemen!, if we have ijecour-e to arms,
this Oregon gquestion wi!l be a mere pretext, and nol the
cavse of the war. 1 know well that this world is ever agi-
tated, heaving and stingelivg under the operation of two
great adverse principles of government, that shakes the con-
tihent of Emope—the whole of Christendom—the great re-
publican prineiple, on the one hand, by which all the power
res's upon the basis of the people, and the people have the
contiul ; and, on the other hand, the princinle of monarchic-|
rule, whether abenlute or gualified. [ trtist these i no mah
in America, whose blood flows more rapidiy in favor of Re-
publican goveirnment. than dors mine. Yet, when 1 see that
on the other side of the water the whole piess are treat ng

us with a contempt—aflected. as | bLelieve—with a di<dzin,

wers of Eu-upe from whom an arbitrator would almost | he understands that communicaiiohs have been sent 10 | honor, in the seemingly unequal and almost desperate

having more of jealeusy in it than of actual Jdi~dain—and

seal 10 let the resolutivus lie ever, | move that their fur-
thn:r. consideration be postposed ull to-noirow.
T'he question was the jut, snd oegativid,

[A message in wiiling was here suuounced from (he
Pu-sidrnl]'

Mi. ALLEN then rose, and «poke as follows: Mr. Presi-
dent, I hope the resolulions will jass—pass without the ob-
stiuction of a solitary vote. They aie resvlutions which ad-
diess grave subjects of inquiry to the attention of those cum-
mitlees which, by the standing rules of the body, the Senate
institnte with a view of 1aking crgnizance of these subjecis,
Now that these resolutions ure ulrudoced—now that they
bave been brought forwaid for the action of the Senate and
the pation, by being wpon the j urnal of the budy, their re-
jection l:)f the Senate watild do moie 10 pataiyze the ener-
gies of this countiy, 1than sny ove s¢i that is within the powe
er of the Senate o peifuim.  ‘These resolutions are predica-
ted upon the idea that the sta e of our hume defences in the
present u;ecl_of our foieten affairs, Is such as to requiie
that the attentiva of Congie 8 should Le turned 1o the nae
tioval defebtes,  The icjebiion of there tesoibtions will not
change tho-e foreign reiativis ; but will be viiually a des
claration upon the pait of the Senate, that they will nut
even piepaie for any emeigency 1that may siise out of our
foseign 1elations. Thep, let me ask, whal would be the jo-
sition of the Unlted States 7 Gieat Pritain i<a power whose
policy as well as whose genial hi-tory Is known throughout
the entuwe civilized woild, and vecvds ot to be defived.
Great Britain is a power, who conducts her negatiations
with a fleet wpon the coast of the pow er with who.n she ne-
gotiates ; cver ready to sellle gue-tions which cannot be
setiled Ly words, by resorting ih peactice 10 the ancient (Gal-
lic maxim of cas ing a sabie into the scale. The United
State<, as has beid very wisely obseived Ly the able and
greatly experienced Senator fiem Michigan, is, by the very
cucum-tances arising out of our institutions, always unpie-
parcd for the teniible emcrgency of war. We heve no siand-
ing army, in the Eusopesn scuse of the term. We have,
how evei, 8 standing mijia—a pation with & mililasy organ-
1Zation.

The wise cbject of these resolutions is to insti‘ute an in-
quuy into the existing erzanization of 1he mactial force of
the touniry in it® thice gieat divisions—of the militia, the
a:my, und the pavy. This has been r1egaidid on the other
side as almost equivalent to a declaration of war. Why, sir,
if !be-re- resolutions had Lleen oilered, in any s1ate of this ne-
gotiation, they would have been peifectly 1 pocert, and cou-
stituted not the slightest giouud of oifence on the part of
Gieat Brit.in.

Suppuse we were in no danger, either in the piesent or the

futwe, of a war with Great Biitawr, or uny other country ?

suppo-e we enjoyed the most unin'enupted peace fog the

e —

";':'ut;mﬁlnsnuhuﬁn: one. and the rost :
ithin forty miles of the most distant pari of blar fronler perhaps, of all the hservations that dropped from the dia-

+ tinguished Scnator Fom North Carolina,
d w.r_ﬂ:ﬂ come, there was s spirit
to make it powerful enough to tope,

He to!d us that
in the country
not only with
the whole Butopean world in arms.
o G : o::d any declardtion of war be passrd
ongress, [rom thati moment E
”bo found on the continent. . an .
r. Maxeun, [ only spoke for
tuenits, ’ p" - m’.ul M .,“
Ma. Atie®.

ehle

{ T only hope that the cx sion ms
veedal in its application; and that in c?:: B dbt!l’t:::r
war should be made, the aspirations of the Seustor may be
fulfilied to the urmost extent, unlike the cask presented aller
the last declaration of war. Aud, indeed, | am encouraged
10 beiieve thal the experience of after yeass, perhaps the
Improved tondition of 1he patriotism of the country—be-
jCause lhe people hein been empoying the benign infle-
ences which tume and fustice never fail 1o impress upon all
human affairs. 1 say, | hope, that such a state of things may
hw.e Leen brought abeul since our last detlaration of war
aguinst Great Hritaing that po such melancholy spectacie
cou'd now be presesited of any division of public skulithent,
I tinst these resoluti ns will piss, and go tothe committee
and thal the only subjcct of discussion ou thic floor will be
a4 to the mode of preparaticn. and the kitid of preparation ;
and hat it may b2 re-esved for that time when distinct and
specific recommecdations will come from the committee.

Mu. Ascues then ruse to oppose the passage of the resos
luticns, He believed that, after all, the chiel ehject uf the
introduction of the resoiutiors and the debate had beehi 1o
afford an opportuni ¥ of making a spluiter about patriotism.

Mr. Maxous. 1call the Hunoable Seuator to order,

Ma. Ascuss. I certainly wbend no disrespeet to you, not
1o 2oy budy. Mr. A.tBen wesit on a' some leng'h 10 argue
Against the introduction or the passage of the resolutions, oa
the grounds that 1t was a more dignibird course 10 follow the
ordiary procedarc==a procedure which the exigrncy of the
present case wa< sufliciently Impditant to sitpe: tede:
~Did the Senstor from Michigan think thet his resolo:
ious would have 0o influence in the Utited States? Sup-
pose the resalt of thelr adoptioh would indure the peo:
ple 10 believe that war was inevitable, whnt effect would
i have on the funds? Did they not perceive the effects
on many thousands of the people of the United States ?
This debute itself wotthd be waltetl ™ the femotest cors
ners of vur codntry.  And what would be the Islbrencs
derived from the remarks of the Senators from Michigan
and Ohio? [Messrs. Cass and Allen.] Could any mant
calculate the evil which would be conveved to hlilidibde
and thousands ol bosoms by the mere intimation that we
were to have war? e told lus constituents that, bes
tween molated unations, for o small strip of territory, al-
,most valueless, and barren, beyund the réntll of human
vomprehension, and so distant that it anght not be found
out—=for an object so absvlutely valueless, they were 10
be guilty of ciiminality wnd vehulity. What would they
say when they shall have read ihis Sebate? Why, thet
the donimant party was so impressed witll the Inetinmble
result uf’ a rupture with England, that they could not
wait until itwans promulgated, and then make prepara:
tlons tu enforce the justice ol our cluims ; but before the
resolutions were ever Frmu-d, and the commmittees conld
.-n.mke inguiries, and before they were appuintetl by the
Senale, there was a premature discussion.  Whatever

conseqiences might eventually ensue, whether war or

necessarily be selected, and out of the influence ghe pos- the United States, to .“l:!lt‘n, and 1o Texas, on the sub-
sosces over their counsels, and, | moy add, growing out jeet of what he cails the new policy of the United States
of the nature of our institutions, and the little favor these | And we know that those communications to Mexico ani
enjoy at present upon the enstern conlinent, which may to Texas contained large offers to prevent annexation.
wall have made the gnvernment hesitate to submit im- | But thanks to the onward eourse of vur government, and
portant interests, al this particular juneture, to such a tri- | 10 the feelings and determination of the Texan people,
bunal. It may well have thought it better to hold on to | this interposition was frntless; as was the communica-
our right, and 10 hold on also to our remedy, rather than  tion 1o Mexico, if this were designea to embrot] us with
commit both to a royal arbitrntor. War is a great enlam- | that eounrry.  The well-timed rebuke, administered by
ity, and ought to be aveided by all proper means; but the President 1n his message, 1o the French government
there ara calamities greater than war, and among these is fur its interposition in vur affairs with Texas, might, with
pationnl dishonor. equil justice, have been administered to England ; and 1
I did not rise, sir, as will ba seen, to discuss in whale | presume would have been so, had not the I’rrside?l loonk-
or in part the question of our right to Uregon. That  ed upon the course U'_ the one power as llllurlll, Jlldglng
subjuct will come up 1 its own time. Thers may be from past events, while the course of the vther was un-
some difference of opinion, as well in Congress as in the | Datural, impolitic, and unexpected.
nation, respecling the territorial extent of that right; But this Whig leeture of Lord John Russell, upon the am.
though I take this opportunity of expressing my entire ' bition of the United States, and these perpetual eulogiums
and hearty concorrence in the elaim as advanced by the |wpon the moderalion of England, are in strange contrist
President. But [ am sure there 1s no great party ,and I | with the practical priociples and the progress of her empire.
trust there are few individuals 1in this country, who are '!'he meoderation ?‘ England, and the ambition of the United
prepared, even 1n an extreme spirit of compromise, to  States! Why, sir, the world has never seen, since the fail
accept the most liberal offer that England has yet made. of the R""":" B, =uch a colos<al power as England has
Her pretensions and ours are so widely separated, that built up. She has girded the earth with her fortifications,
there seems no middle ground on which to meet. Our | 374 covered the ocean with her fleets. A comparatively
Ssost moderate claim. and her most libern) offer, leaves | DAIIOW island, off the western coast of Europe, she numbers
the parties ssunder by seven degrees of lalitnde, and by
a large portion of the territory in question. What, then,
1s our condition ? Can we recede ? Can we stand siill ?

sixth part of the human race ; and has reduced to her sub-

ecighth part of the habitible globe.

as her subjects 153,000,000 of people~—being more than one- |
jection 3,800,000 square miles inbabited by them, being one- |
And in the long series of |

Or must we advance ?

her ﬂfqlli‘ilh')ﬂ! from the reduction of lreland downwasds,

| stroggle into which it so pallantly went in the last war

| And another contest, would find it equally true to its du-
ty, and to the public expectations, [ trust the time will
| never again come, when it will be a question in a great

| erisie, whether the navy shall be digmantled and rot in |

| our docks, or whether it shall be sent ont 1o guiher anath-
er harvest of glory upon the ocean. It is the materiel for
| military and naval aperations, it is first necessary 1o pro.
\rure. Men we have ready ; and such is the patriotism
'inherent in the American chaacter, that they pever will
| be found wanting in the hour of difficulty and of danger.
| Our militia requires a new and an efficient organization
It is @ reproach to us that we have suffered this important
hranch of national defence to become so inefficient. It
has almost disappeared from the public view, Both the
laws upon this sulject and the sdministration of them re-
quire immediate and severe examination.  For this is one
| of the great bulwatks of the country in the hour of dan-
(ger. It has showr its patriotism and valor upon many
a bloody field, and the future, if it should need its ser-
| vices, will witness its devotion to the country, whenever
| and wherever, and however it may may be triedi Many

| of the supplies required for the operations of war, dethand | ning. 1 a<k, in view of the stupendous naval and military
| time and care for their collection and preparation ; and we | fuice of Great Britain, why should we thus revert to our

must remember that we have to do with a people whose
arsenals and dock-yards are filled to repletion ; whose sup-
plies are vpon a scale equal to any probable demand upon
them ; whose gigantic military and naval establishmenta,
announce their power snd maintain it and the structure |

| the fureign relations of the country, he will do what the

present, and ihe most gibstantial gudianty of peace fur the
futite: Wouid there Le any impropiiety in instituting an in-
quity into the naval moteial in our d ck-yards and naval
srores ! Would there be any inpiopriety in inguiiing i to
the efficievey or inefficicuey of the vigamatin of the mili-
tia of the countiy ¢/ Would there be any impropiiety in in-

when our prese meets that agsin—] thivk all this ought 1o
be silenced for the piesent. | think, in thesw halls of dors,
we shounld be extremely gwanled on the subjret of recrim-
ination, when this delicate question is pending 1 koow
| that there are many things in the histuy of the cosntiry
| which have, perhups, had much to do with the production of
| this excited s'ate of feeling. 1 am ve:y much inclined To
| apprebend that at the bottom «f it rests th se great prinei-
| ples to which 1 bave alicady alluded. in a state of heaving
and almost de<tructive anfagonissn—destiuctive it would
have been to the prnciple of [iee government, had that not
stiuek its roots lo the very centre of this great contivent,

When the uliimate irial of strepgth ecomes, you will find
that the people of this country sre as one wan. Christen-

dém itsell will shake and nemble. Thiones may fall and
| tuinbje, and dynasties be swept from the face of the earth,
for that principle worke in other lands as well as omis.

I have, sir, exactly that degice of confidence in the Presi-
dent, that one gentleman ieposer in another, helieving him
to be s man of honor, though differing with him on almost

| all domestic gquestions, I do think, however, that as respects

Nowe, I presuthe. Why then is it deemed so exeecdingly
unwise to institute such inguities now ? I« it meant to be
insinbated that we are afiaid o prepare for our own defence, !
berau~e we happen v be cogaged it tontioversy with a pow-
er who bowts of stictehing it gigantic arms over the whole
habitable glibe ! Are we nol v be permitted even tv a<k |
ourseives f we are resdy 1o rereive a «dlomn of Briti-h
bayonels in thi controvessy 7 Are we ready to recvive filty |
satl ol battle-<hips forwarded by England tv eur poiis? We
cannut ask these questions, it secms ! Wiy 7 Becdust it is
a movement actdally lo- kiog te the possibility of » conflict
between the lwo nations.

We had anoiher difficully with G:eat Britain which has |
been stispended, nol sctiled, by the ireaty of 1842 While
that hieary was pending, at the very stand | now dceupy, 1
said that it cortained more Seeds of discord than the discord
it professed to silehce. Pending the negotiation, snd the
controversy with rexa:d t+ the noitheas! boundary between !
the United States and Great Bintain, what did the two hou- |
ses of Congiess do ih reference 10 the imporiant question of
the vatlonal defences 7 They dild not stop inguiilug—send- |
ing resolutions of inquiry to their seversl commiltees, as lo
the effici ney of the defensive means of the goveinment ;
but they embodied the national will and the nativoal stiengih

| . - . "
| honor and inteiests of the natioh reqliire, according 1o his

best conception. | suppose he will. The time for us to re-
vise the matler will be in the end. It is not in the begin-

condition, and exhibit our ten thousand miles of frontier
| with hardly & gun to defend it? Let the NECESSATY mea-
sures fur the national defence be laken in the proper manner
—in a prudent and dignificd manner,

guiring inte the condinven of the aimy of the United S ates ? |

I pray God 1hat the contest may never come, but if it

in the form of a solemn law, with, 1 believe. the unanimuus

not, thins very giscussion, even in this stage, would be
fraught with incalculable puschief 0 the UnRed Suies:
Hundreds of thousands ol dullsrs would be lust in con:
setjuence.  He said, millions of peopls, ton, would be
| paiued to their hearts, and flled with anxicty and hor-
‘ror. And all thia to result, that overboiling patriotiss
may be exhubited, in which bumbler senslorn might not
partake with senators on that floor. If the resulutions
wete pressed, he ghould vote for them ; slthough he be:
lieved il we were to have war, it would be with the
greatest power on which the siih ever shone. nny of
his constnuents lived; for the most part, on the Atlantic
senbord of the United Siates.  What would be theit con:
dition, if wa should have war? They hed rend, jast
year, that the British navy contained obe hundred and
sixty, or two bundred and sixty steam vessels of war
Even lust year. SBuppose there were one hundred und
sixty only, there was not a river, a bny,a creek, on 1he
Atlantic coast, that could not be perforated by the gung
ol thuse 8teamers. Not only the cities wobld™ suffer, but
the iarm houses, before a call could be mnde on the muls:
lary to defend them. This would be the condition of hig
constituents in the event of war. "There were no partd
ol 1the United Swutes, or of the whole United globe, that
could be more easily perfurated ob the tivers. Louk st
the map, beginning st hiz Siate, [Virgima,) and extend:
ing to North Carvlina. A friend, [Mr. Mangum] swid;
go farther South. Where was the land betwefn thbie
States 7. All was water. Where was the stip between
the rivers? Thete was not a strip. He repested, the

vote of the Sepate of the United States. And what was that | Mumblest individoals on the furm would suffer by the in-

should come, I repeat we will all be found as one man.
Never can we consent 1o suffer di-honor, or to surrender our
vights. If it come, can any man estimate the smount of

A« 10 receding, it is neither to be discussed nor thought
of. 1 refer to it, but to denounce it—a denunciation
which will find a response in every American bosom.

with the execption of ber union with Seotland, and some s -
1ecent discoveries in the Scuth Sea, | believe all have been | of whose government is beiter fitted than ours for prompt

| gained by the sword. And when has it happencd in her his- | and vigoroos and offe-neive action.

L eursinns of the English. There would not be & g deft ;

law / Let me read 18 title: * An act giving W the Presi- " ! .
the English would seize it us plunder, When the Eng-

dent of the Uniied States additional powers fur the defence

tory, that a people, or the smallest fiagment of a people,
has voluntarily gought peace or protection under her sove-
reignty 7 Her armics and fleets have tou often been sent out
whercver there was a people to be subdued. or the fruits of
their industry 1o be sectied. I have no pleasure in dwel. |
ling upon this comse of ambition. [ have no pleasure in |
pational erimination and recrimination. [ had for rather
dwell upon all she has dune, and she has Jone much, o com- |
mand the gratitude of mankind, snd much for the progress
of civilization, of improvement, and of knowledge. Bul we
canro! shut our eyes to the fact that this conntry and its in-
stitutions evjoy lillle favor in England. That there is a
systematic sttack upon our chasacter, and upon what we |
are, and have been, and upon our future, so far as it is given
to foresee and fear it. | conless, all thic has produced a lasi-
ing impression uvpon me; and 1 feel lintle disposed, in any
contieversy with that country, to submit to unjust demands,
urged in a =pirit of unliiendliness, if not of menace.

Aivdf England is moderste, we are ambitious! Why,
sir, we have made but thiee acquisitions of tenilory since
we have been a nafion. And these were not distant colo-
nies, but colevminous regions. And all three have been
made peacelully, bloodlessly, Two were colonies belong-
ing to European monarchies, where the assent of the people
to the trapsfer of their allegiance could not be asked. But
they have sipce shown their satisfaction by their patiiotism,
and thetr prospeiity has been the reward of it. Nowhere
, 15 the Upion n ore prized, ner would it anywhere be more

zeslously defended.  The thisd ard last, and most glorious
of these acquisitions, is now in the progress of completion,
by the voluatary sction of a weighboiing people, who knew
the value «f our institutions, and sought 1o paiticipate in
them, and who asked admissien to our confederncy. And
we shall receive them with open arms, And it is an en-

Nothing is ever gained by national pusillanimity. And
the country which seeks to purchase temporary sectirity
by yielding to unjust pretensions, buvs present ease at
the expense of permanent honor and safety. It sows the
wind to reap the whirlwind. 1 have said elsewhere what
I will repeat here, that it is better 1o fight for the first
inch ol national territory than for the Iast. It is better ta
defend the door sill, than the hearth stone—the porch
than the altar. National character is a richer treasure
than ‘ﬂld or silver, and exercises a moral infloence, in
the hour of danger, which, il not power itself, is its sur-
est ally. Thus lar, ours is gntarnished, and let us all |
join, however separated by party or.by space, so 10 pre- |
serve 1L

If we cannot recede, can we stand still? No, Mr.
President ; in this, as in all the other elements of nativn-
al power and greatness, our duty and our destiny are on-
wards. We might as well attempt to stay the waves of
the Pacific, as to stay the tide of emigration, whieh is |
selling towards its shorea. If this government had the
disposition, it has not the power to arrest this human cur-
rent.  But it has neither—aeither the power nor the dis-
position 1o do it Thern are goestions of public right,
which may rest in abeyance ; which are not culled into
tlu.l" exercise : aud need be asserted uui_\' when rl'r]uin!d_
But such is not the right by which we hold Oregon. We
st mamiain it, or abandon . A vigorous and enler-
prising people are last increasing there, who will possess
the country by the best of all titles—that of vceupalion
aud improvement ; and f we do not provide them a go-
vernment, they will provide one for themselves Al
ready necessity has compelled them to organize ther civ- !
il miﬂy' and 10 make those arrangements for the pres- | conragil ;: spectatle to llu;- lovers of [re&*dnm lhtougt.o_ul
ervation ol order, without which no ewvilized community the world, aud the best Liibute that could be offered to its
can exist. It is only a few days since they made known | ""1'“"_ _ .
to you, by a judicious and well written me.mur:;nl, their | I said, Mr. Piesident, that thi: was fhe ln(cfl. bot I hope
condition and their wants ; and asked your interposition it will pot be the iaa! of olir acquisitions, W hile I would
to remove the serious dificulties with which they find | sacredly respect the just sights of otber nations, | would
themselves environed. And think you thatif their praver ::::::};“l:i{" ‘I:‘Z“_dlth‘-;.ll:: 1..‘;1“:::1“ :_‘;:::L::“;‘*ch::?::ldz:;
14 unheard, am‘l l:!eif s“cv:-m:“ l‘llnr;:df::ll;dih :illl::il:l;:: Wllh-l'ul I|liju~'llt{e.cql I!:we'lm fear that an extension of ter-
lant colony patienily awaiting yoor tardy movemens, | 1i1orY Wil weaken our government, of putis pe l out ioot
and ready 10 admit your jurisdiction, when you may be | o0 o' e execcise of political power by the great budy of
ready to exercise it? No; they will feel themselves ne- y. sognie. which is a surer bond of union and preservation
glected, cast off, left to their own resources, the victims | 0p fieets, and aimies, and central powers.
of diplomatic chicanery or of national pusillanimity, and

Itis in the spirit of these views that | have sahmitted
the resolutions before the Senate, and in which | ask their
concurrence,

A grest responsibility is opon us. We shall best dis-
charge it by firmness, and by a wise forecast, which, while
it steadily surveys the danger, makes adequate provisions
to meet it. DBy thus acting, we shall give a practical ap-
probation of the course of the President; we shall show
to our constituents that their interests are safe in out
hands ; we shall spesk neither in a deprecating lone, nor
in a tone of defiance, but of firmness, to England ; and
we shall give to the nations of Europe a proof that repub-
lics arc as jealous of their rights and honor, and as deter-
mined to maintain them, as monarchical governments.

Mr. Maxcon. [ regret exceedingly that the honorahle
Sepator from Michigan has brought forward these resolu-
tions, and, more especially, that the strain of remarks in
the digcusgion is designed to procure a vole in their favor,
The honorable Senator says that he has the utmost confi-
dence of the Executive an all these suljects.

[Mr. Cass interrupted him with the remark: Coincis
dence of opiunion.]

I beg the Senator’s pudon. Coincidence of opinion with
the Exccutive ; but it strikes me that he [Mr. Cass] has re
sorled to a mos<t singhilat manner of giving expression to it

' I have a fair and gencrous confidence in the same high fane-
| tionary. It is true that the public mind has been most pio-

| foundiy disturbed durving the recess, tausing many good men

| to believe that our eoubiry will be plunged into a war with

Great Britain, and extending throogh all the great interests
of the Union. On my arnival here, and on exsmination of
the views of the Executive, I have extieme plrasure in

stating that I found them characterized by a degree of mode-
ration which the public prints in this ciiy gave me no reason
to expeet. I am therefure willing 1o confide all mailers of
negotiation to the Executive arm; but, if a failure should
result, and war be the consequence, let it come ; it would
be vastly preferable to a surrender of our rights and our
national honor. And I undertake to say fuither on this
subject—at least to give my oWn opinion and that of those
whom I in part represent, if not the opihiva of the whole
American people—that, if war should come, (and I pray God
it may be aveirled, save al the expensze ol the hunor and
| interest of the countiy,) after the period for its commence-

Il this adinin- | ment has been deteimined on, there will not be found one | #

evil vesulting 1o the civilized world, if we are ir that un-
prepaied sinte that the Sepa'or seems to appiekend? Pos-
sessed of the power desciibed, Great Britain has the ability
| to #tiike a blow, which will be felt thioughout our whole
Atlantic and Gull coast =sweeping our whole seabowid, as
with a siroceo of fire. Suppose she did, and suppose that
| the meiciless savage were brought to bear upon our frontier,
inflicting en man, woman, and child their terrible species of
invasion, the enemy might have the-e ad,antdges. But this
subject, in my opinion-=ztd il is ore 1o which | have given
givat consideration—excites the pational feeling towards
[ that point at which wur -hould never cesse till one or the
other paity was<exteiminated. And after all, who can fear
[ the issue of such a covflict? With all her mighty resources,
we could eventually sweep her forever from the continent.
| do not want her possessionsy 1 would not have them as a
gift; but m cade of such a war, every vestige of Hiltish
territorial possession on the soil of this colitinent would be
forever efTaced.
Again, in reference to California: does the honorahle
gentleman speak with a view of smonthing the feelings of
| Great Britain?! a1 d inspiring the sdministrition of our
1gr.vrmmrnl with the hope ot bringing this negotiaticn to |
a successful is-ue? When he reaches forth one hand
with Oregon, snd in the other holds California, does he

calil into servicd."
call by the President of 50,000 voluuteess; and anolher sec-

of the Uni ed States, o testain caces, sgmnst invasion, and
for other purposes<.” That act beais date 8d Muarch, 1539,
Oue of its provisions, the first one. declares “ihe President

of the United States is heiety au'ohnized to resist any at=|

ternpt on the part of Great Biitain to enfoiee by arms her

; claims to exclusive jurisdiction ever that part of the State of

Maine which is nuw in dispute, between the United Stutes
and G eat Biitain y snd for that purpese he is authorized to

employ the naval and mditary foices of the Unived Siates,

and ~uch purtions of the miliiiy as he may deem advi-able to
Another rection of ihe actl authorizes the

tion places ten mullions of dellars at the di-cretion of the
President of the United States, Thes, another sectivn com
pletes the wuikand places the entire military resources of
the country in the hands of the Piesident.
was dove on the 3d day of Maich, 1538 in reference to this
very power with whom we are pow pegotialing,

It was the act of the loman Senute, on the approach

ring upon ohe of the consuls similar powers. Under that
system the consul was mmed with the entire monetary
and material forces of the republic to enable him w0 meet
the emergency. In fuct he was crested u director, but

feelings ol alarm that I hedrd this act first rend in the

, by whom ?

Taat was what |

Senate, conterring upon the President of the United
Siates, and; i | mistake not, by a wnanimous vote of thus

| body, powers equivalent to these conlierred on the Roman
consuls, by which they were clothed with dictatotial au-
thority for a period of six months, Nobedy in the United
States, however, expected ot that time that Great Brimin
would treat this act as an act of wat. Noboedy suppused
| that the pussage of such an acty although it wis the
| strongest passed under this guvertiniat, would be of itselfl
; : e ar provoking tause of war. The act passed. The nego-
setting all the powers of E_‘-'"'l"— to work n "}"up'fi"" tiation aud the question i disputle wus suspended for the
of our putpose, with the view of counteracting it.  Sir, I| ;5.0 Now, what is the cavse > "I'le President of the
feit ns much insulted—as much offended by the diplomatic | United States sets furth in his annual message to Congress
irslcrfcrente of foreign powela in reference to the annexa- | the =tate of the ll""l‘i-lli'lli. st fiir as nrgu[inliul[ 1 evuld
tion of Texas, as any man in this country. To be sure, | be ealled, up to the withdrmwal on the part of the United
they had strictly the right. I go farther—[ say beyond | Siales of their last proposition submitied 1o the British
their present rights and possessions, every American | government. He admonishes us, that, for the present at
ought to rise op to prevent the further colonization of the | least, nothing has been uccomplished by negotistion ;
continent by any power under the sun. ; and the senuior from s\!lchlgml, in this state of affairs,
I have thruwn together these few desultory rg-mgrk._| rives in his plice in the Senaie, nndd dues what every sen-

. : : T . f Congress—inoves for 4 tom-
; pes ted! ore with the design of expressing | 210r does‘ every session o gret ‘
ltogether unex diy, m 8 P [ | mittee of enquiry ; and for that, it seems, has inturred

mean to produce such an impression? We all feel that
the sggrandizemeut of this country has excited, on the
other sids of the water, profound jealousy and mistrust.
We all know this. There are too many evidences of it as
a fact to doubt it. If our purpose be 10 get California, 1|
think it would be quite ss judicious if the Executive were |
1o mature that project without giving it forth for specula-
tion @nd conttoversy, by an annotncement here with the
affected design of stimulating the Executive, but rfeall

lish lelt, they would not rebuild their houses, (burnt by
the desolating torch,) for feur the enemy would returny
and aguin destroy them.
IT the honor of his countr
wasd three thousand miles J
the course snggesied.

requited it, though Oregod
islant, he would not oppose
But that couniry was inhabited—
By people of the Unitea States, who had
gone away from the jurisdiciion of tHe laws ol the United
Stntes, where there were more than seven hundred mils
lion acres of lund, at one dollar and twenty-five cents, or
less, per scre.  Aud because these people had gone away
and settled in another country, they would go 10 war and
expend money for them! He behweved, buwever, there
wus ho prospett of war. There was no duhger, unless—
what?  Unless war should be provoked and made inuvi-
tdble by condutt bu the floors of the 1wo liouses of Con:
gress. He believed, in sincerity and conscience; that if
the negotiation were lefl 10 the executive government of

| of any great natiounl danger, to pass a resolution confer- | the United States and that ol Great Britsln thers would

be no davger of war. He trusted honorsuble senators on
the other side would be willing to confide the negotiation
[to the Executive ol the United Swies. e came hers
over the leaden road of anxiety, and was desirous that

| for a limied tine; and, in truth, it was not without some | the negoliation should be intrusted tu the President. They

| on his side were contented with the language of the Ex-
| ecutive, and were willing that the language of provocas
tion should be restricted o the otlier side of the cham:
ber.

Mr. Cass rose to reply; but gave way for

A message 10 be received lrom the House of Repre:
| senistives, announcing the death of the Hon. J. H. Prr:
| Tox, of Tennessee,

On the 16th, the debate was continued, of which the
following synopsis and the result is given in the Union :

Mr Niles argued at considerable lengih in favor of ths
passage of the 1esoliitions, chiefly on the ground thet the
negol ation beiween the two coubitries had reached that
poiut when it was absclutely necessary that Cutigress
shuuld do its dury ia the sssertion of the nstional rights
snd maintneance of the national honor. Timely prepar-
ation fur war, was, in his opinien, the best securiry fot
continued prace. He did not anticipate & war, He be:
’ lieved that Grest Britdin, on finding that the United Siates
: were not 10 be bullied, would ¥ery feadily come to amicas
-Ible lerms.

| Mr. Crittenden followed on the apposite side, reitersting

istiation could crown its labor of sequisition—and in what | guti-war man in the countiy. We may dilfer amorg our- | the feelings of my constituents, than anything else. ' o -
they will seek their own securily in their ow'n power. | it has done, it has labored with not less ability than success | gojves on oeeasional qut-liunf of tﬂtlm.l’; pulicy 3 may bave | speak fir no other gentleman on this floor, but fur myself, | the implied censure of the honorable sentor from North | the vi-ws and argument put forth in Mr. Maugum's speech
That great truth, not applicable alone to republican gov-

| ==by 1the peaceflul annexation of Califuia, it would sccoie adverse tlaims of party, and sepaiaie interests, but when a | [ say, that never, while either a puhlic man or a priulc | Carvlina.  Sir, the resoiution comrs lnlrg-ilmt:::‘m e::l..l dab;- yesterday, meking, Rawenss, seugrs) attempis to vhicst such
o ’

ernments, but common to all, and which lay at the foun. | impesishable hovor for itselfl, and would command the last-

poweiful, arrogant, and corrupt enemy gives the fiist blow,

citizen, shall 1 suffer mysell 1o be placed in the pusition tingalshad seumtor from Michigdn.

dation of our own revolution, that protection and alle- | ing gratitude of the whole countiy.

giance are reci , will soon be heard upon the banks
of the Columbia, and will inspire the councils
hardy pioneers who, while they have sought a new home
in a distant country, have carried with them the senti-
ments of true hberty to the regions beyond the Rocky |

It is cleatly impossible that the present state of things
should continue, nor, | must confess, do | see how it is
possible that a community, inhabiting the same region,
and ing the same right to every part of it, can
bold a divided allegiance, and be governed at the same
time by two distinct and distant sovereignties.  When
the t anomalons provision was made, the country
was unsettled ; for the few hooters who roamed over it
could hardly be dignified with the name of settlers ; and
it probably never occurred 1o the negotiators, noe 1o their
governments, that this arrangement would outlive the
then existing state of things, and would come to operate
upon a civilized, a stationary, and a rapidly increasing
community.

But what kind of order can a double-headed govern- |
ment preserve’ How are its departments, legislative,
executive, and judicial, 10 be administered? How are
rights to be conlerred, or wrongs to be prevented or pun-
ished? Two neighbors, living within hearing of sach
other, are responsible 1o different tribunals, and verned
by different codes of laws. An American killing an
Englishman must " |
Awerican laws, But how are English witnesses (o be |
summoned, or English disturbers of the proceedings of |
the court 1o be remaved or punished ? Possessory rights |
are to be judged by the courts of the part

jon. Contracts are to be enforced the eourts
charged with violating them. And wrongs
are 1o be redressed, or satisfied, or punisiied by the courts
of the y accused of commitiing them.
American in the midst of an English setilement, or a
wngle Englishman in the midst of an American settle-
ment, bears with him a charmed fife. He may do what
ha will, and as he will ; but be is beyond the reach of
restraint, snd almostof punishment. [e is invulnerable ;
and the srrows of justice cannot plerce even his heel.
The nearest magistrate who has jucisdiction over him,
may be hundreds of miles removed ; and were he nenver,
his national sympathies might natorally be excited in

bhis conutrymen. There can be no lar grants
h'm_—.m, in fdl:l, of those he i::f:oumu

|

{' last getting |
4

But I will agsin advest to the Morning Chronicle, to show

of the | the phit of the discussion in the British Pailiament, and the
views taken by the British statesman of their own claims to
| Oregon, and of ours.

Lord John Rus<ell said: “Theé President of the U. Stales

bas made, as | have already read 10 the House, a peremplo-
1y claim 1o the whole of this territory .

He has claimed the
whale possession of it for the United States, and has, in an
unususl mauner, called upon the people of the United States,
with their wives and children, to eccupy that territory,

That district is becoming, on account of the fints on the Co-

lumbia river, mote imporiant every year. After that state-
ment of the President of the United States, 1 consider it im-
possible that her Majesty's government should not endeavor
to oblain a speedy svlution of this guestion. I am sure they
will feel it impossible 1o allow the present undefined and
unsetlled state of relativns between the two countiies 1o

continue without danger ; that the people of the U. States, |
acting under the suggestions of the Piesident, may endeavor |

to disturte British subjects in vights which they hold in vir-

| tue of existing Ueaties, and may produce a state of things | as the strong.

dangerous to the peace of the 1wo countries. For my own
part, | will say in all modeiation, that I am not prepared to
say that this country sught to put forward any arrogant pre-
teusions. | do not pretend to deline—what 1t properly be-
Jongs 1o her Majesty’s advisers to define—ihe diplomatic
ptuposals that should be made. ] will not pretend to say

what line vught to be laid down ; but this I will say, that 1| Bd—i
do not think we can make any proposal which will be less | the present day—if war be inevitable, as the Sena_lnr seems | millees W
yself—I trust [ may with safery

say for every gentieman with whom I stand politically usso-
ciated—tihat ten, twenty, filty, one hundred millions, the
whole resources of the country will be given, il need l;’o lu;
ut
bope this evil may be averted. The Hon. Senator has re-
cently been in the very midst of European agitation—in the | pr

be tried by an American court and by | than the proposal made by Mr. Canning, (that was the line | to apprebend=1 ray for m

on the parallel of 40 deg. to the Columbia, near its mouth,)
with any regaid for our own interest or our own honor.
{Cheers.] 1 may be told that it dues not matter if this rocky
and barien lerillory should be claimed, or occupied, or taken
by the United States, Yes, zir, I most say it does matter.
[Cheers.] It cannot be 3 matter of indifference that a laige

on the part of the President of the United States, 1t cannot

East Li dies, and 1the whole of South America, should be sur-
rendered at ence to a fureign power ; butl, above all, it can-

of England
bave to earry ou with the United States.™

under discossion, 1 trost not improperly by the noble Lord

Sir Robert Peel said: “ As this subject has been brought  come and Jay the case before

!or, by tramplivg on our rights of houor, draws the blow,

| there will be bul one phalaox of Amesican people—ihere
| will be vo anli-war party. I trust that this grestest of
pational evils may not come upon us, Iam willing to in-
trust the pegetistion to the President of the United States.
in his humble judgment, all agitation of these questions—
vituperstion, reciiminalion, exhibiticns of corrupting, over-
reaching conduet un the pait of the epposing parly in the
negotistion—all, all, in my epinion, would precipitate evil
| that every good man on this, 3« well as ¢¥eiy good man on
l the other side of the Atlantic, would, in his beart, pray Gud,
should be averted from the civilized woild. 1 am unwilling
| that these resolutions shall be adopted, and why ?  Because
it is known to every Sevator that it will Le supereragalory.
Ii is the duty of the respeclive commiitees 10 sct, o inquire
into the staie of the delences of the cuuntiy, witholit being
stimulated by such resolutions. Aud what will the adoption
of them biing forth ? A report fr.m a commitiee. 1l our
defences wese in a weak and comparatively impaired cwn-
dition, it would. in effect, invite agiession fiom an enimy
|thet was never known 1o fail 10 stiike at the weak as well
If, on the contrary,our resouices were abun-

dant, and our preparations complete, it would be whully

| cnnecessary 1o expose to the enemy, If cnemy we have,o0ur | jent, and of those great principles of democratic liberty | uve itself

! actual condition. He would prefer, if there was 1o be any
| stimulation, that it should eume 1o this or the other branch

of Corgress from the source that had in charge the vegotia- |
tion, and to some extent the detesmination of this que:ﬁon.'

If this negotiation be closed—il there be no hope beyond

mainiain the national honer and the nativnal nights,

territory, to which we have a better and a juster title, should | very focus of Euvropean intrigue, and probably in bis mind

be yielded to what I mustcall a blustening anncuncement | have been greatly aggravated the difficalries subsisting be-
Io this counury we want no agi-

be a maiter of indifference that the communication Leiween : lation wpon this subject, nov is any excitation or stimula-
that country west of the Rocky mountains snd Chira, the | tion necessary 10 bring the people to ihe fullest dischaige of

| tween the two countries,

the'r duty in this case, and on all ii%e questions.

[ I desire that the President of the Unted States upon his
ot be a matter of indilference that the Lone of the charscier | officinl responsibility —in the event that the state of the
should be lowered in any traisaction we may | country be such that this

pendous apprehended evil is
;| the world, but with the doors

great, this tremendous, this sto-
about to burst upon us—shall
us ; not openly in the eyes of
of he chamber closed; sod,

sir, in that case, this

1 feel it my imperative duty ou the part of 1he British gov-
been pursaed, my life

erument, to state in linguags the most temperate, but, at the

udent and dignificd course, having |
rit, the patriotism of this chamber

same lime, the most

» What we consider we have

will sustain the Executive, o the very ulmost exient, in

wh :re my American feclings shall be questioned. I go/
for the Union. [ go for every part of the Union: and on
| that ground, whatever our domestic difficalties [ stand by |
|the side of the Executive. HBut [ stand there desiroas to |
| see that posiion maintained with moderation. with ealm-
| ness, wilh justice, with a proper respect and deference on |
both sides:

It would seem to me monstrons that, in this sdvaneed
#tate of civilizalion=that now, in the 191h century—when
the wofld has laid aside for many years the sword, con-
vetiing it into ploughshares and pruning hooks, or most
ingenious mechanism for the promotion of the comfort
and happivess of man—in euch circumstances, | say, it
dues, indecd, sppear monsirous to me, that a country al-
most at the ends of the earth, the title 10 which s disputed |
on both sides, should form the subject of a war, thet must
inevitably inflict Gpon both countries stupeadons evils. [
do hope that ibis controversy can be adjusted without |
Fwar. If war do come, | repeat, it will be the signsl fof the |
grest final confl:ct between European systems of govern-

| which have made this republic such u great and powerful |
| natioh.

I do hope these resolutions will lie over. We have
been fooded with peiitions and memorials, snd the com- |
hose province it will be to sct upon them, have
| not yet been constructed. The very committee to which

these resolutisns mast be referred, has not yet been form- l.
ed. My only ohjnction is to give that publicity to this
movement which the adoption of the resoiutions would
necessarily involve; and thus sdditionsl exasperation be
oduced—an exasperation which it is the duty of all o
check, not 1o sggravate, Fvery thing eaid and dove bere
will be scratinized with the ulmost rigidity on the other
side of the water ; surely, then, every consideration should
teach us the wisdom of care and caution, | lhink._ . :

I am quite willing that we should follow our citizens in
Oregon with otr protective shield, [ am willing to see
the President extend his favor o them individually—not
territorially, peading the adjustment of the d flurences be-
tween the two cobntries. But I am opposed to snyibing
being done In contravention of the tresty of 1826, and
sincerely hape that \he President, may not be stimulated
1o any rash and sudden sction lesding lo & contravention

of that treaty, so long as there is the slightest ground (o
g jeat tlement of the mnegotiation.

| make myself better uuderstood by him. The President

| so far from Mr. Van Buren having recommended the mili-

cause he hns the double experience of war and peace,
individually. DBaeause his age and character were calen-
lated 10 give to his movement mnperiance which would
cominend these resolutions o the seriots attention of the
committes 10 whein they were 1o be wddressed. s it
then possible, I would ush, that we have arfived at that
humihiating condition that the American Congress is
afraid=—nfraid to institete an enguiry into the efficiency ol
the martiul furces of thie United Suiles; [r the protection
of the country 2 I hupe not.  The senator from North
Curolina has treated this question as though it were
equivalent 10 a declaration of war. He says he la dis-
posed to trust all this subjoct 10 the President. We see
by the President’s message, that he has gone ubott as far
a¢ he can go.  The senator must then mean thisl the sub-
ject matter of these resolutions is 1o be trusted to the
discretion of the President of the United States.

Mr. MANGUM. [IF the senator will permit me, I will

andersiands the whole state of 1his question ; and from
hists | desire all inguiries into thie state of our armament
o proceed ; not from subordinates, but from the Execu-

Mr. CASS, The senntor uses the term subordinates.
May | ask to whom he refers?
Mr. MANGUM. | wean the heads of depariments,
with whom the heads of commiltees must necessanily
have communication.
Mr. Aruey. ! undetstand him, sit, precisuly as he has
now stateéd, He desites that, before Congress moved, the
President shouid recommend military preparations. Now,

tary preparation, suthorized in the act to which T bave al-
tuded, | have not the lesst doubt, from my knowledge of
the man, and the moderation of his whole chardeter, tha
he was absolutely astoundet! when he heard this power
had been conferred upon him. Did he ask Congress to
place the entire militin of the country at his beck and u_ll t
Did be ask Congriss to gve him the power of deciding
on the question of war or prece during the recese of the
session 1 Did be ask Congress to place ten millions of
money at bis disposail No. He communicated the
fucts to Congres in regard to our furvign reletions, snd the
progress of the negotation, aud then U proceeded,
as was its doty, to judge what legislation should follow
on that disclosed staie of faers, What did the President

that which bas berewfore been pursued; and now it is

do in the preseot case 1 He fuliows a_similar course 10

explanations from the distinguished Senator from Mi hi-
gau as might have a tendeucy to impair the force of his
remarks in moving the sdoption of ihe reso utione. Bet
in this Mr. Critehdon Sltogrether fulled, the Se ator frodii
Michigan repeating his peevious declarations=—which were
certsinly lueid and intelligible enough—as 1o the probas
i ity ol & war in case, sfter the year's notice, Grest Bris
taio persisted in the practical ssseruon of het cliim 10 any
portion of Uregon Termiory, ‘

The deta‘e was coutivued by Mr. Webster, who contended
at some length that the manper in which the resolutious bad
been introduced was caleulated to excite an aiaim that might
be extiemely pr judicial to the jutcresis of the country. Ja
the 1esoluiions thtmselves e saw nolhing to condemn. He
was gquite willing that preparations for war should be
made, bu' be insisiad that they should be made quistly. This
called out

M. Sevier, who, in 3 biief, but #logueit and fuitible speech,
defended the resolutions, and indign.ntly stotted the ides
that any fear of pioveking Eogland, or of distuibing business
specnlations, should be sliow:d to operate ageinst the adoption
of such bold sud vpen opeiations Jur the secuiiy ol the coun-
try as the piesent circumsiances demanded. _ "

Me. Beirin fuilowed on the orponle tide, ahd was ses
ceeded Ly Alr. Allen, In defence of the resoltl.biis. Measrs.
Clay ton, Hreese, and Woudbridge alse tovk part in the des
bate, which was finally elosed sbost halfzpast three o'clock;
when the fesolutions weie put, abd utianimously sdopted—
forty-six Scnators (e fUll pomber preseut) votiog in the

sEhmativh. —

state of Indiaun-~~Hentricks Coumnty.
od Robert M. Mogen, Adrtuttramts of 1o
Samuel J. Ensminger a . Megee, Astinin w
estate of Wiliinm Meges, deceased, va. Willinm MeAuley obd
B “heaiue. Conepens Hlarte, Wike . Bls, .:".‘?.“.'....'f"
Elix- both pre, n wm M.
Juwe Burks, Etizabeth Burks, Mary J. Burks and Joba J. Burks,
beirs ul sakd estate. -
Petition to sell Real Estete. o
[E above named W jiliam McAuley and Sane. lils wife, Efilson
T Megee, Elmibeth Mecee, William H. Burks, Frauces Jane
Burks, Elizabeils Burks and Mary J, Burks, who sle bon e ide nte of
this State, sre hereby ndtified tial, st thE Niteihber term, 1845, of
our said Hendricks Probre Court. the said Samuei J.
Rabert M. Megre, adininistiators ns
petition, showing the instiifieicncy of the pe
sailsty the debls outstand
wrder W0 sell certain real

seized, to wit ; the north hailf of
15 porta, of

of ' ba

essential (0 the progress and stalulity of society. 1 p: anticipste an wmicable set
most general views of this subjeet ; but

-t ticable it would

jurisdiction. It

the maintenance of the wational bonor. Let the Piesident,
sir, do this—uol his suboidinates—nol those who have no

} resgonsibility 3 for will the Hon. Senalor remember,
&?5'“" _tbi:m l%enr'drn'w , under that Iflustrious and |

powesful sdmivistration of which be was @ npiost distin-

kiilst the subordinate officeis of the gov- 5 i of 1826; It has
“mwt.-.m*'; Separtmosis, iasesd teasilves §iun | compatible, in any way, wilh the tréaty )

" isitions b the tariff, sud interesting dialectics | Beent the suticct of e Lol g
on the Natiooa] Bank question, when every body knew that o -
Executive did pot entestain any such views. Nooe ' g

rights respecting the territory of
and irresistible. We tiust still to arsive at an amicable ad-
justment of our claim ; but having exhausted every effurt
for the seitiement, if our rights shall be invaded, we are re-
solved and we are prepared 1o maintsin them.” [Loud and
€untinved cheets from both sides of the House ]
Lotd Clarenden said in the House of Lords ¢
1 believe, ever made with more truth

Oregon, which are elear [ am willing to provide any military force—any

dragoon force—=any military posts nacessary for the pro
tection and defeuce of the emigrauts w0 Oregon, always
provided that the execution of these measures be not in-

our businesé 1o sssume the regponsibility of judging, to-
gether with the President, of What the emergency reqaires
in regard to our nationsl defences. Nothing tsn be more
innocent, nothing more judicioos, nothing more necessary,
than the resolutions which bave been submitted hy‘t:
Senator from Michigan. 1 bad supposed, especially

the able ex Iﬂﬁl‘t the nover, showing the vecessity of
their passage, that they would have passed with the vnap:
imous concurrence of .

the
mun—for be was, fauit 1 find
‘m llg amusiog tﬂm& mplmbh': if':-’-. sir, -ciu,thq will never

i

that £
And now [ wil tonclude with the expression of sin,




